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1. Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of students, staff, 

and visitors by managing the risks associated with water-based environments and 

activities within school grounds and during off-site events. 

2. Scope 

This policy applies to: 

• All school-controlled aquatic environments (e.g., swimming pools, water 

tanks, fountains). 

• Off-site activities involving water (e.g., excursions to beaches, lakes, rivers). 

• All students, staff, volunteers, and contractors. 

3. Objectives 

• To prevent drowning and water-related injuries. 

• To educate students and staff on water safety practices. 

• To ensure proper supervision during water-related activities. 

• To maintain all aquatic facilities to meet health and safety standards. 

4. Responsibilities 

4.1 School Administration 

• Ensure staff are trained in water safety and CPR. 

• Develop and communicate risk assessments for water-based activities. 

• Maintain records of inspections, repairs, and water quality testing. 

4.2 Staff and Supervisors 

• Supervise students according to recommended ratios (e.g., 1:10 for 

swimming). 

• Ensure activities are age-appropriate and skill-appropriate. 

• Conduct safety briefings before activities. 

• Enforce safety rules consistently. 

4.3 Students 

• Follow all instructions and safety rules. 

• Behave responsibly in and around water. 

• Report any hazards or unsafe behaviors. 

4.4 Parents and Guardians 

• Provide accurate medical and swimming ability information. 



• Ensure children have appropriate swimwear and equipment. 

• Support school policies on water safety. 

5. Water Safety Standards 

5.1 Supervision 

• Constant supervision is required during any water activity. 

• Lifeguards or trained supervisors must be present during swimming lessons. 

5.2 Facilities Management 

• Regular inspections and maintenance of pools and water tanks. 

• Water quality testing must meet local health authority standards. 

• Clear signage for deep/shallow water and emergency procedures. 

5.3 Emergency Procedures 

• All aquatic activities must have a documented emergency response plan. 

• Emergency equipment (e.g., first aid kits, rescue equipment) must be 

accessible. 

• Incident reports must be completed after any water-related injury. 

6. Training and Education 

• Annual water safety training for staff. 

• Integration of water safety education in the curriculum. 

• Water safety awareness campaigns and resources provided to families. 

7. Risk Assessment 

• Mandatory risk assessment before any aquatic excursion or activity. 

• Consideration of weather, student abilities, staffing, and location hazards. 

8. Review and Monitoring 

• The policy will be reviewed annually or after any major incident. 

• Feedback from staff and parents will inform policy updates. 


